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Sean D. Halliburtqn
106 Conductor Court

Summerville, SC 29483
(843) 486-9320 E\\_VED
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Thursday, October 30, 2008

ooy /008
Public Scrviee Commission ’ csC
Docket Department :S’Y\NG pePt
101 Executive Center Drive poC

Columbia, SC 29219
Re: Docket Number 2007-445-A
To whom it may concemn:

I'am wriling in response to the State of South Carolina’s consideration for introducing
“Stretcher Vans™ as a means of transporting bed confined paticnts to and trom physician
oftices, dialysis centers and other non-emergent health carc facilities. | am supportive of
watys to improve our health carc systemn by investing in innovative alternati ves that
reduces cost to the taxpayer, but we must be mindful that long term savings must pof
compromise the well being of the beneficiary nor differ the quality of patient care (o for-
profit transportation industrius.

First, patients that require ambulance transportation must meet three specific criteria. The
criteria for patients that are eligible for ambulance transportation are patients that are bed

to sit in a wheel chair for the time it takes to complete the scrvice. By classifying the
patients in this category they must have an underlying medioal diagnosis, or illness, that
qualifics them for an ambulanec transport. Thus, the putient can be compromised if g
suddcn onset or illness arises and they have no ability to maintain their airway,
communicate or position themsclves to prevent aspiration or other life threatening
posuibilities.

depletion or a severe hemorrhage can oceur from the dialysis shunt’s inability to clot. In
addition, there are other factors that can contribute to problems with the beneficiary such
as Chemotherapy, Radiation Treatment, or CI/MRI scuns where coutrast is used by the
provider.
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| believe introducing this form of transportation is not to save the State moncy, but to
increase revenue to businesses acting as a “go between" for the Medicaid program and
Ambulance providers. Furthermore, introducing this method of transportation will
compromisc the well-being of beneficiarics by climinating a patient care advacate who is
monitoring their vitals, providing reassurance in a stressful situation, answering queslions
or giving them a shoulder to lean on. By administering a program that would rescrable a
“Two man and 4 truck” way of doing business will not on| y compromise the integrity of
the health care systom but will contribute to the devaluing of a beneficlaries quality of
life.

I'ask the State of South Carolina not to support this measure und continue to be an
advocate to the beneficiaries by not short changing the safety or quality of lifc by placing
profit above paticnt carc.

Respeetfully Submitted,

Sean D. Halliburton
NREMT-Paramedic
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